
TOWN OF MARTELL 

November 9, 2021, meeting minutes 
 

The regular monthly Town Board meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Tuesday, November 9, 

2021, by Board Chairman Brad Taplin.  Supervisor John Worsing, Supervisor Dale Olson, 

treasurer Heather Sitz and clerk Sara Cardwell were also present.   

 

Minutes:  Motion by Worsing and seconded by Olson to approve the minutes from the October 

12, 2021, meeting.  Motion carried.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The board accepted the treasurer’s report with October disbursements of 

$46,918.41 and receipts of $35,615.97 for a month-end balance of $60,194.75.   

 

Payment of bills: Motion by Worsing and seconded by Olson to pay the October bills.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Road Work:  Patrolman is done mowing ditches and patching.  New truck is working well.  

Getting ready for winter.  For the LRIP application, County wants a two-year plan so this needs 

to be completed. Plan should include box culverts, seal coating and other culvert replacements.   

LRIP money will be used to blacktop 570th.  The Patrolman wants to hire county to do some 

branch cutting after the first of the year.  There are a lot of branches needing cutting throughout 

the town.   

 

Employee’s report: The Patrolman performed 121 hours of road maintenance and 8 hours of 

road construction in October.    

 

Discuss Maintenance and Repair Issues: The patrolman has requested a quote for garage 

repair.  He has not received it yet.  Can get by another winter on the current tires on the old plow 

truck.  Bauer Built is currently having issues getting recaps.  A power float, an electric hydraulic 

attachment, might be a good addition when plowing with old truck.  It costs $2300 installed.  It is 

a 14-hour job to install.  The Chairman stated that the town should not spend money on the old 

truck.  Might see the new pick-up truck yet this year.   

 

Discuss and Approve Driveway permits: No driveway permit requests received in October.   

 

Read correspondence: 

All Croix Inspection reported no permits or inspections in October.  The county reported one 

Martell Sanitary Permit issued in October and one new address.  Received an update on the 

Pierce-Pepin fiber project and the construction is in progress.  Home installations are tentatively 

set to start in December.  Received an email about a Federal Highway webinar on November 

22nd.  The Board did not think it was of interest.  The county is updating its outdoor recreation 

plan and invites all residents to participate in a survey which is available until December 1st. Salt 

and Sand prices were received from the county.  Prices do not appear to have changed much. 

However, salt has increased by $20 per ton. 

 



Date for next meeting:  Motion by Worsing and seconded by Olson to hold the next Board 

meeting on December 14, 2021.  Motion carried. 

 

Open discussion:   

Dale Brathol asked about Pierce Pepin fiber installation.  Some towns are giving their ARPA 

money to Pierce Pepin for fiber.  If Martell cannot find a way to use the money, this would be an 

option.  Pierce Pepin will base the installation staging on where the most interest is. 

 

The Treasurer asked about the tax statement insert and will add something about signing up for 

fiber and the need for a replacement clerk.   

 

Worsing motioned to adjourn the meeting; Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Budget Hearing 

 

At 7:29 p.m. Chairman Taplin called the Public Budget Hearing to order.  One elector was in 

attendance in addition to the board and Treasurer.  Chairman Taplin asked if anyone had 

questions regarding the budget documents that had been distributed.  Question was asked about 

blacktop.  The road construction money can be moved between categories.  Recycling is 

subsidized by about $600.  Olson motioned to close the budget hearing.  Worsing seconded the 

motion. Motion carried. 

 

Special town meeting 

 

At 7:40 p.m. Chairman Taplin called to order the special town meeting.  He stated the purpose of 

the meeting is to adopt the 2021 levy and 2022 highway expenditures.  Dale Brathol made a 

motion to adopt the budget.  John Worsing seconded it.  All Five electors in attendance voted to 

approve the budget.  The chair then asked for approval of the 2021 levy to be collected in 2022 

to cover highway expenditures of $419,723.   Olson made a motion to approve.  Brathol 

seconded it. Motion carried.  

 

Worsing moved to adjourn the meeting.  Olson seconded the motion. Motion carried.  Meeting 

Adjourned. 

 

 

Sara Cardwell, Clerk 


